Top student at North Star
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MARQUETTE -It isn't because she is a loud rambunctious teenager that Alyssa Kauppila has caught the attention of her teachers and administrators. It's because the 16 year-old is hard-working, driven, bright and always smiling.

Kauppila, from Ishpeming, is a junior at North Star Academy in Marquette, and is one of their top students.

"I like coming to school everyday. I like all the projects, especially the ones that let me be creative," she said.

Right now, the classes she enjoys most are Literature 3 and 4, in which she is studying poetry. She has a developed a passion and love for writing poetry, because it provides her with the kind of creative outlet she desires.

Similar to her love of learning poetry, Kauppila enjoys learning art, specifically painting and drawing, as it provides a creative avenue similar to writing.

"I like poetry, you can express yourself however you want. [With art] You are able to draw whatever you want," she said. "I feel people are able to know more about you through poetry and art."

Kauppila said that her main motivation for doing well in school is her family and that helps to keep her moving toward graduation. This motivation is part of what makes her want to come to school everyday and helps her find all aspects of school - even homework - enjoyable.

Before she went to North Star, Kauppila attended another high school, but she feels that the difference in teaching styles has helped her academically.

"They are able to help you out more. More of a one-on-one and it's more visual teaching that just studying from a book," she said.

While she likes to socialize with her friends at school, during class, Kauppila said she likes to keep her eye on the prize.

"When I'm in class, I like to focus on my work...but my friends can sometimes be distracting," she said.

Kauppila said that her former literature teacher Nora Taylor has been one of her greatest influences during her years at North Star. Taylor's advice and inspiration has been more than helpful to her success during her high school career.

And Taylor had just as many good things to say about Kauppila.

"She is really, really kind. She is warm and never cruel to another student...She is just a good person. It is obvious that she is going to be successful," she said.

Taylor also added that Kauppila was a good, if not exceptional, student in her classes.

"She always handed her work in on time, if not early. She was extremely motivated and a hard worker," she said. "Sometimes she would ask if there was more she could be doing."

CEO and superintendent of North Star Karen Anderson also noted the remarkable attitude and high academic achievement of Kauppila. She said that Kauppila always comes to school ready to work, with a smile on her face. Anderson also said that Kauppila makes a great role model for the younger students at the school.

Outside of school, Kauppila is much like her peers. She enjoys playing basketball and hanging out with her friends. In the future, she hopes to attend nursing school after high school graduation, preferably in Texas.

"I want to be a nurse because I like taking care of people and helping others."

Next year she is most looking forward to being a senior and to graduation. But for now, going to and excelling in school still remains top priority for Kauppila.

"I just love school in general. And school is important to me because I know that it will give me a great life," she said.
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