North Star teacher co-authors textbook
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MARQUETTE -A local teacher recently helped write a debate textbook for high school students.

Mariann Fedrizzi, a sixth-grade teacher at North Star Academy, had "Debate," the textbook she co-wrote, published this month.

While working as a teacher in Texas, Fedrizzi coached a number of debate state champions and regional finalists. After retiring from teaching in Texas, Fedrizzi returned to her native Upper Peninsula.

Back in Marquette, she connected with an editor at South-Western Cengage Learning who was interested in putting together a debate textbook. Originally, Fedrizzi said she didn't think she would actually be writing the textbook and was surprised she was asked to.

She accepted and then contacted friend Randy Ellis, whom she had coached with in Texas, and asked him to co-author the book with her.

For the next 10 months, Fedrizzi said she spent all of her weekends and plenty of her weekend nights working to hit the deadlines set by her editors.

"There were times I thought I did not know what I had gotten myself into," she said.

Fedrizzi and Ellis submitted their final draft of the book in August, shortly before the start of the school year. Fedrizzi recently received an email saying the book would be printed by Jan. 15. A few days later a copy of her book arrived at North Star.

"It was surreal," she said. "When I saw my name on that cover. It's like you had a different face and you looked in the mirror and didn't recognize yourself. It's hard to describe...but that's what it was like."

The book is directed toward first-year teachers, Fedrizzi said.

"It will be very user friendly if you are just starting out and it covers a broad spectrum of activities and events," she said.

Fedrizzi said most debate textbooks are written for college level students, and her book aimed at high school students will certainly fill a void. The book has already been adopted by a few of states for use in classrooms, she said.

In three years, the authors will have to do revisions on the textbook, although Fedrizzi said she doesn't have plans to write another one.

"I think of everything that went into this and it's very gratifying," she said. "It is definitely a sense of accomplishment. I never would have done it without my friend Randy. But I'm not sure I want to do it again anytime soon."

