North Star moves forward with elementary addition

Board OKs construction contracts

By STEVE BROWNLEE Journal Staff Writer and Journal staff 

POSTED: December 9, 2009 

Save | Print | Email 

[image: image1.png]



MARQUETTE - At a special board meeting Tuesday morning, North Star Academy approved contracts with architectural and construction firms to design and build its elementary school addition.

The board authorized the architectural firm Plangk Limited of Marquette as designer and Associated Constructors of Negaunee Township as builder in a contract that totals $2.7 million, according to Karen Anderson, North Star's principal and chief executive officer.

The amount includes consolidation of its previous mortgage of just under $900,000, Anderson said, making the cost of the addition about $1.8 million.

The Northern Michigan University-sponsored charter school received approval this spring to expand to elementary grades at the start of this school year, and now offers instruction in kindergarten through 12th grade.

The school is using a pair of modular classrooms for about 80 students in grades K-6 until the permanent structure is built and ready to be occupied. The charter school has 198 students in all grades, according to Anderson.

She said with the building site for the elementary addition already cleared, construction is scheduled to begin in April with a goal for completion by the start of the 2010-11 school year in September.

At Tuesday's meeting, the board also authorized a Lansing law firm that specializes in educational work to help it recover legal fees when North Star was initially turned down for U.S. Department of Agriculture low-interest or government-guaranteed loans for the elementary school project, Anderson said.

The Thrun Law Firm will assist the charter school with initiating action to recover these fees through the federal Equal Access to Justice Act, Anderson said, since the academy was eventually approved for the USDA funding.

In other action Tuesday, the board hired Judy Bright as a consultant to help handle paperwork dealing with receiving partial reimbursement for its telecommunication utility services, such as telephone and cable hookups, through the Universal Service Fund.

The board also heard from its Facility Committee about ongoing work with the elementary school, Anderson said. The committee includes board members Gary Ebrecht, Jackie Gonda and Jack Noble.

And because of a parent organization event that was rescheduled, the board moved next Wednesday's board meeting to 4:30 p.m. at the school.

