Alums move on to Northern Michigan University
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North Star high school principal Stephanie Abata shakes hands with Calvin Stark as superintendent and CEO Karen Anderson looks on. Stark is one of the three seniors who graduated a semester early and is now attending NMU. Abata said that the students were all very talented and will very much be missed. (Journal photo by Claire Abent)
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MARQUETTE -For three local students, college has started a little bit early. While most seniors are gearing up for their final semester in high, former North Star Academy seniors Patrick Haydon, Calvin Stark and Cecilia Brown have already graduated and moved on to taking classes at Northern Michigan University.

Patrick Haydon, who aspires to be an audio engineer or active musician, is studying media production and new technology at NMU. He said that a positive attitude helped contribute to his success during high school and that making it to college early is a good feeling.

"I feel accomplished. It's good to follow through," he said.

Haydon, who is also going to minor in music, plays a number of instruments already - including guitar, flute and bass. He has found his college classes to be different, and require more maturity. But his positive attitude keeps him looking toward the future.

"It's harder, more of a workload...But it's another chapter. Whatever comes after, I don't know yet."

New North Star grad Calvin Stark is already enjoying his college experience.

"I think its a good challenge and really engaging," he said. "And I have a head start and some extra time taking college classes."

He credits his success to a sense of determination and seeing things through until the end. Stark is currently majoring in music at NMU, although he does not know what he plans to do in the future. Along with knowing how to play guitar and drums, he is teaching himself to sing and would like to learn how to play the cello while in college.

Cecilia Brown always wanted to get out of high school a little bit early so she could head to college. Now she is doing it.

"I think its good that I got an early start, I wanted to get out early," she said. "I stay positive and I can focus when I need to."

And she is already enjoying her experience, just a couple of weeks into the semester.

"In college people want to be there and they focus when they are there because its a choice. It's a more respectful learning environment and its easier to learn."

Brown is in the art and design program at NMU, although she hasn't chosen her concentration yet.

"I'd like to work with musical artists, designing posters, but I can't decide on just one thing," she said.

High school administrator Stephanie Abata has known the students since they began at North Star and said that all three students were motivated, talented and uniquely creative.

"They are very creative kids. They all think outside the box. I'm going to miss them terribly, they were great for the school. It is our loss, but Northern's gain."

Abata also said that the students took their education into their own hands and were willing to spend extra time outside the classroom in order to graduate early.

"They said "I want to be done early." They took charge of their own education, more power to them.

In order to graduate in January, instead of the more traditional June, the students would have had to take classes during the summer, or online during the school year outside of their normal schedule.

The students were honored in a graduation ceremony at North Star on Jan. 22, where a photo slideshow was presented going over each of their lives and detailing all of their accomplishments. They will also receive diplomas at the larger graduation ceremony in June.

