Elementary program sparks need for growth
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MARQUETTE TOWNSHIP -- Compared to a traditional Michigan public school system, the North Star Academy in Marquette Township offers students a more personalized learning community, smaller class sizes and as of this school year, the charter school now offers an elementary program.

"Before we knew it, we had enough (students) to fill the elementary...we did not have the buildings, so we rented these portables which have met the need for this year," said North Star Academy CEO and Superintendent, Karen Anderson.

These portable classrooms are little more than fancy trailers with desks and chairs, but they're only a short-term fix.  North Star will soon be expanding to include a new elementary building.

"I think the kids...it doesn't even phase them.  The people it effects the most is the teachers, because we're so in tune to what's going on all around us," explained Sara Seehof, a kindergarten and first grade teacher whose classroom is in the makeshift elementary school.  "It's been good.  I think we'll all be very excited when we get to have doors and sinks and things like that."

There are 81 students enrolled, kindergarten through sixth grade.  The portable classrooms are at-capacity, and it's time to build. 

"Most of the excavation is ready, it's done, and we'll be able to add a few more students.  It's not going to be a huge school at any rate.  That's not our plan," Anderson said.

Parents have already started registering their students for next fall when the building addition is slated to open.

